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The Industries of Animals. Fr£d£ric Houssay. Pp. 258, 44 illustra- 
tions. London, 1893. English edition revised and enlarged with 
author's cooperation. 

The especial raison d'etre of this book lies in the parallellism 
which the author continually holds in mind between the industries 
of man and the industries of animals. Men placed before a given 
problem, the attainment of a definite end, have come to act in a 
certain way ; before the same problem, animals from insects to 
apes proceed in much the same manner. Men hunt in ambush, dig 
pit- falls, arrange concealed traps : so do beetles, spiders, foxes and 
cats. Through the whole range of human activity the same is true. 
The sphere of action may be very small for any animal compared 
with that of man ; but within this narrow sphere the animal solves 
his problems in general as man would under like circumstances. 

What man does intelligently certain writers would insist animals 
do instinctively. But this distinction is breaking down on all sides. 
Houssay's view of the relation between instinct and intelligence is 
clearly expressed in a few words. Instinct cannot be regarded as 
the "rudiment of intelligence," as is often done. It is rather the 
essence of intelligence, intelligence "condensed and accumulated" 
from generation to generation. As actions laboriously learned 
become reflex and habitual with man, so do adaptations on the part 
of animals acquired by "reflection, sagacity and intelligence" 
become by natural selection the common stock of knowledge, the 
instincts of a species. 

Animal industries are grouped under six heads, treated in as 
many chapters, beginning with the simplest and most primitive, 
"hunting, fishing, wars and expeditions," and closing with Chapter 
VII: "The defense and sanitation of dwellings." Chapter VIII is 
devoted to conclusions. The subjects relating to dwellings, pro- 
visions and domestic animals, rearing of young, of course receive 
their share of attention. Some striking instances are cited. Of 
the many, I will note a single one (p. 49): An ant is observed to 
abandon its burden at the foot of a little hillock, over which she 
has tried in vain to lift it. She soon finds a comrade, also carrying 
a load; the two consult by means of their antennae, and both start 
in the direction of the hillock. On reaching the spot, ant No. 2 
lays down her burden, "and both together then seized a twig and 
introduced its end beneath the first load, which had been abandoned 
because of its weight. By acting on the free extremity of the twig 
they were able to use it exactly as a lever, and succeeded almost 
without trouble in passing their booty on to the other side of the 
little hillock." The above is given on the authority of Parseval- 
Deschenes, Paris, 1848. Many other examples are nearly as striking. 

The key-note of the book is again struck in a concluding sentence. 

"The industries in which the talents of animals are exercised 
demonstrate that, under the same environment, animals have 
reacted in the same manner as man, and have formed the same 
combinations to protect themselves from cold or heat, to defend 
themselves against the attacks of enemies, and to ensure sufficient 
provision of food during those hard seasons of the year when the 
earth does not yield in abundance." 



